
LGR – FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
 
What is the Government’s decision on local government reorganisation in North 
Yorkshire? 
 
The Government has announced that local councils in North Yorkshire will be reorganised to 
form one council across the whole of the county, covering a population of 618,000. The 
announcement leaves York as a separate, small unitary council with a population of 211,000.   
 
The six district and borough councils of Craven, Harrogate, Richmondshire, Ryedale, 
Scarborough and Selby had joined together to propose an East & West model of local 
government.  
 
However, the Government has decided not to implement the East & West proposal, and 
instead has accepted North Yorkshire County Council’s bid to create one council across the 
whole of the county. 
 
 
Why is local government reorganisation being proposed in North Yorkshire? 
 
In July 2020, the Minister for Regional Growth and Local Government indicated to York and 
the North Yorkshire councils that the Government wished to see local government in York 
and North Yorkshire reorganised along unitary lines. This would mean that two councils 
would provide all the services currently provided by district and borough councils, North 
Yorkshire County Council and the City of York. 
 
North Yorkshire County Council proposed to join up all the councils across North Yorkshire 
into one large unitary council.  This would leave the City of York Council (already a small 
unitary) separate and unchanged. 
 
The district and borough councils of Craven, Harrogate, Richmondshire, Ryedale, 
Scarborough and Selby joined together to put forward a different proposal. This model would 
see Craven, Harrogate, Richmondshire and Hambleton join together to form a unitary council 
in the West, with a population of 363,000, and Selby, City of York, Ryedale and Scarborough 
join together to form a unitary council in the East, with a population of 465,000. 
 
 
Is it a cost-cutting exercise?  
 
One of the criteria set down by Government was that proposals for reorganisation should 
“deliver greater value for money and generate savings”.  
 
However, there were a number of other criteria, including that the proposal should improve 
local government and service delivery across York and North Yorkshire, should command a 
good deal of local support, and that it should be based on a credible geography. 
 
Both proposals put forward suggest that there would be long-term savings for taxpayers. 
Both proposals include plans for reducing costs and increasing efficiency by bringing some 
services together. 
 
 
 



Can councils appeal and stop the decision? 
 
Any council or indeed any individual or group of people could request a Judicial Review. The 
outcome of a legal challenge could ask Government to look at the decision again. It is 
unlikely this would lead to a different outcome, but it could delay the process.  
 
What happens now a decision has been taken?  

The timetable is likely to be as follows: 

• July 2021 onwards  
 
Work will start on the implementation plan, a massive piece of work involving all 
affected councils. 
 

• December 2021/January 2022 

Legislation, known as a Structural Changes Order (SCO) is likely to be laid before 
Parliament, in order to create the new unitary authority and abolish the existing 
councils. 

• May 2022  

Election of Councillors to the new Continuing Authority will take place. These 
authorities will be responsible for delivering the new unitary council in time for April 
2023. Responsibility for service delivery for residents will remain with the county, 
district and borough councils until they are replaced by the new unitary in April 2023. 

• Autumn 2022 
 
Appointment of new Chief Executive and Senior Officers. 
 

• January/ February 2023  

New Council budget will be finalised for the new authority and the council tax will be 
set. 

• April 2023  

The new unitary authority will come into operation, replacing the county, district and 
borough councils. 

Which organisations will no longer exist? 
 
North Yorkshire County Council and the district and borough councils of Craven, Hambleton, 
Harrogate, Richmondshire, Ryedale, Scarborough and Selby will continue to operate until 
March 2023.  
 
After this, they will cease to exist and the new unitary authority will come into operation. 
 
 
 


