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Keeping You Informed 

Kirkby Ings Flood Storage Reservoir – Remedial Works March 2019 

Our role is to protect and improve the environment and promote sustainable development 
so that everyone can enjoy the benefits of a clean, safe and healthy place to live, work and 
play.  

We have a legal obligation to ensure the safety of reservoirs in England that hold at least 
25,000 cubic metres of water impounded above natural ground level. Approximately 1,850 
reservoirs are registered under the Reservoirs Act 1975 and we are directly responsible for 
approximately 185 reservoirs throughout England, primarily for flood storage purposes, 
including Kirkby Great and Little Ings Washland Reservoir. 

Following a recent review, we are due to carry out remedial works to ensure the ongoing 
safe operation of Kirkby Ings Great and Little Ings Washland Reservoir. This will affect 
three locations along the impounding structures that form the reservoir. 

Background 
The Kirkby Great and Little Ings Washland Reservoir is located 
alongside the River Wharfe near the villages of Kirkby Wharfe 
and Ulleskelf, approximately 3.5km south-east of Tadcaster.  It is 
an off-line flood storage reservoir and provides flood alleviation 
benefits to the towns of Selby, Ulleskelf and Church Fenton. 

The reservoir is designated under the Reservoirs Act 1975.  As 
such, it is subject to regular inspection in accordance with the 
requirements of the Act and the last formal inspection was 
performed in September 2016.  The results of this identified a 
need to further investigate its ability to safely withstand the effects 
of significant floods and to complete any remedial works deemed 
necessary to ensure its ongoing safety into the future. 

When there isn’t flood water on the land, the area comprises marshland and grazing fields.  The Kirkby 
Wharfe Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) lies within the reservoir. 

Where will the works be conducted? 
Following a review of the current reservoir, the need for remedial works have been identified at three 
locations along the reservoir impounding structures.  These are: 

• 1&2 Main Street, Ulleskelf 

• White House, Main Street, Ulleskelf 

• Bowlam Bank, North Milford, near Ulleskelf 

In addition, advance enabling works will be performed to address issues that could influence the 
construction works, facilitate access and to undertake vegetation management. 
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How will we do the works? 
All works will be carried out by a contractor, appointed by the Environment Agency, and supported by our 
field teams.  These works will be performed with full consideration towards those who are affected, the 
environment and the health and safety of the public and our workforce.  

Advance enabling works will be undertaken at the various work locations in preparation of the reservoir 
remedial works.  The remedial works will then commence a short while later. 

What will the works consist of? 
The advance enabling works will include: 

• Environmental surveys at Bowlam Bank to assess trees considered to have key habitat potential. 

• A Ground Penetration Radar (GPR) survey at Bowlam Bank and 1 & 2 Main Street to determine the 
location of any buried services within the work areas. 

• The excavation of trial pits at Bowlam Bank and 1 & 2 Main Street to confirm the location of services 
within the work area and the below-ground features of adjacent structures. 

• Vegetation management including the felling of trees at Bowlam Bank and 1&2 Main Street where these 
will be affected by the works.  A section of hedge at Bowlam Bank will be removed to facilitate 
construction access onto Wath Lane. 

The remedial works will comprise: 

• 1& 2 Main Street, Ulleskelf 

The existing floodwall is formed against and between the garages for 1& 2 Main Street.  It is intended 
to replace this with a new reinforced concrete wall that will be constructed a safe distance from the 
garages and connect with the existing floodwall at either end.  

• White House, Main Street, Ulleskelf - Remedial works to the floodwall 

A movement joint in the floodwall has deteriorated and requires remedial works.  New sealant material 
will be injected within and to the faces of the joint to restore its water-tightness.  Temporary removal of 
the copings and excavation around the base of the wall will be required to facilitate the works and 
these areas will be reinstated on completion. 

• Bowlam Bank, North Milford 

During major flood events, Bowlam Bank acts as an overflow for the reservoir.  Additional erosion 
protection will be provided in the crest and southern face of Bowlam Bank over its full length.  The aim 
of this is to improve its resistance to erosion, which could compromise the embankment’s strength, 
when overtopping occurs.  The crest level of the embankment will be retained as existing so that the 
existing standards of flood protection in the area are not affected.  

When is the work going to take place? 
The advance enabling works are programmed to commence early March 2019 and are expected to be 
completed by mid-April 2019.  

The remedial works at the reservoir are programmed to commence mid-May 2019 and are expected to be 
completed by the end of November 2019. 
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How do we protect the local environment? 
We have consulted with Natural England to ensure that we minimise our environmental impact. This has 
resulted in the development of an Environmental Action Plan which details measures to be undertaken 
during construction. Specialists will be employed for key activities to ensure that environmental risks are 
satisfactorily identified, and mitigation measures implemented as appropriate. 

 
Part of the Kirkby Wharfe SSSI extends onto Bowlam Bank. The works are to be contained wholly within 
the section of the SSSI that is located within the boundaries of Bowlam Bank to minimise impact on the 
wider SSSI. Consent for this element of the works is being obtained from Natural England. 

Mitigation considerations 
The type and extent of potential impacts due to the remedial works has been assessed during their 
development. Where possible these have been limited to temporary impacts. Working areas are to be 
reinstated on completion of the works. 

Some permanent impacts, related to vegetation management, are unavoidable. We will endeavour to keep 
these to a minimum and look to reduce the scale of impact, where possible, as the works progress.  

As part of the ongoing works, we are endeavouring to identify areas where new planting can be undertaken 
to offset that which requires removal. 

Who can I contact for further information? 
If you require any further information, you can contact the area flood and coastal risk management advisor, 
Victoria Townend, by calling our general enquiries number 03708 506 506 or via email at: 

Victoria.Townend@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 


